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His Ror AL HICHNESS 


GEORGE Prince of Wales, 


Preſident of the 


Honourable Society of Ancient Britons ; | | 
AND To J 
The Right Honourable the | William Owen Eſq; j 
Earl of Sutherland, Thomas Morgan of Ruper- 
The Right Honourable the | ra Eſq; 4 
Lord Viſcount Gage, Walter Bagenall Eſq; 3 
Sir Arthur Owen Bar. Richard Lloyd Eſq; : 
Sir Nicholas Carew Bar. James Nanſmith Eſq 
William Morgan of Trede- | Roger Lort Eſq; | 
gar Eſq. Sir Thomas Maſter Knt. | 


Stewards of the SOCIETY; f 


AND TO { 


The Right Reverend Father in GOD, William 
Lord Biſhop of Bangor, Almoner ; 


AND T0 


j Sir Thomas Tones Knt. Treaſurer, and Secretary ; | 


This SERMON is moſt humbly Dedicated! 


POT IPI IIIITILIIILIIIITEICAIIIIEEITE LL 


At a Sitting of the Stewards of the Society of 
Ancient Britons, eftabliſÞ'd in Honour to the 
Birth-Day of Her Royal Highneſs the Prin- 
ceſs, and the Principality of Wales, had the 
1ſt of March, 1 7= 


Ordered, 


HAT Sir John Auſten Bar. Repreſentative 
of the Right Honourable the Earl of Su- 
tberland, the firſt Steward, do give the Thanks 
of this Society to the Reverend Mr. Dean Harris, 
for the Excellent SERMON preached by him 
on this Day, before this Society ; and that Sir 
John Auſten do make it the Requeſt of this Society, 
that the ſame be Printed. | 


Tho. Jones Secreta ry. 
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But he that is Spritual, judgeth all 
Things, yet he himſelf is judged 
of no Man. | 


HE Meaning of the Text I take to be 

as follows; He that is Spiritual diſ- 
cerneth the Things that be of the Spi- 
rit of God : But the Doctrines which 
he believes or utters concerning thoſe 
Things, are not diſcerned by any Man that 1s not 
Spiritual ; that is, not by the Natural Man, of whom 
it is ſaid, in the Verſe immediately preceding, That 
he receiveth not the Things that be of the Spirit of 
God : for they are Fooliſhneſs to him. 

This was ſaid by the Apoſtle, at a time when the 
Spirit of God was poured forth extraordinarily. Now 
the Text holds as true under the ordinary Diſpenſation 
of Grace, as at the time when endited by the Apo/tle. 
At preſent, as well as then, the Natural Man, or 


one govern'd by his Appetites, and Paſſions, and di- 
B rected 


| 
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rected by Carnal Views, ſhall Bear or read the 
Things of God, and not diſcern them; but will ei- 
ther reje& them without Reaſon, or receive them 
with Prejudice, or elſe pervert them to a reprobate 


== 
uch Men abandoning that Divine Source of 
Truth and Knowledge which we find in the Goſpel, 
ſhall wander blindfold to the Law, and the Prophets, 
to ſeck for Chriſt; And after their Enquiry in thoſe 
Sacred Vritings, ſay, That there is no Chri/t ; Or they 
ſhall affirm, with the Fews, That Chriſt has not yet 
appear'd; or elſe maintain, as at other times they do, 
That Chriſt was a Temporal Prince, and that he has 
already appear'd, and now ſleeps with his Fathers. 
But it is no wonder, that Chriſt is not to be 
found by thoſe. Men, in the Law, or the Prophets; 
for, in truth, they read thoſe Sacred Writings very 
much difſqualify'd to profit by them, as the Natural 
Man, in the Verſe preceding the Text, is defcrib'd 
to be; having no other Detign, than to endeavour 
to prove, That he is not to be found in them. 
And it is with this View, that they pretend to ex- 
plain certain Prophecies ; while they want the pro- 
per Diſpoſitions to find out, and embrace Truth, and 
are unfit for the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, which ne- 
ver enters into unrighteous Souls. 
'Tis owing to this perverſe Conduct, that thoſe 
Men conclude, that Chriſt is not to be found, in 
the Prophecies, except in Figure or Allegory ; and 
have alledged ſome Texts, by which they pretend 
to prove that Inference; but principally that of the 
Virgin's Conception, I/ a. 7. 14. which they poſitive- 
Iy maintain to have no other Relation to the Con- 
ception, than what is made out by an Allegory. 
And indeed, it is by ſuch poſitive Aſſertions, that 
they 


2 1 10 (3 } aint 
they world perſwalle Men, that there are no Texts 
at all in Scripture which literally or originally con- 
cern our Saviour; ſuppreſſing, as it were, the Lite- 
ral Prophecies, in order to repreſent the Allegorical, 
or Figurative, as the only Foundation of our Faith; 
inſinuating thereby, that the Chriſtian Religion is 
deſtitute of a ſolid Baſis. FO A 4 
But being, it ſeems, conſcious of the Weakneſs of 
what they ſo inconſiderately aſſert, and how little the 
Seriptures favour their Sentiments, they have re- 
courſe to another kind of Aid, taken from the Preju- © 
dices of a certain Modern Few ; who likewiſe ſays, 
that there are no Prophecies in Scripture, which di- 
rectly and literally concern the Meſſer. 
Now, here alſo, they betray their want of Since- 
rity ; or elſe ſhew, that they read the Scriptures, 
with a Defign to overlook, or contradict what they 
contain : For whatcver may be the Opinion of a 
Modern Few, with reſpe& to this Matter, we have 
the Teſtimony of three Evangeliſts to prove, that 1 
the Jews themſelves, in our Savicur's Time, look'd Mark 12. 
upon the 110th Pſalm, as a direct and literal Pre- S 20. | 
dition of the Meſſas. „ 
And it appears likewiſe, without Queſtion, that 
the following Prophecy is of the ſame kind. When 
the Jews ask d one another how the Meſſias could John 7. 
ariſe from Galilee; it was anſwer'd from Micah ½ 42 
5. 2. that Chriſt was to come out of the Seed of 
David, and out of the Town of Bethlehem, where 
David was; which the Event prov'd to be a Lt- 
teral Prophecy. i 1 
"Tis likewiſe owing to the ſame Diſpoſition of 
Heart and Mind, that they trifle with, and mireſ- 
preſent the Senſe of certain Texts in the Aﬀs of the 
Apoſtles, affirming from mw Places, that the E 
J 2 | tie 
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(4) | 
tile (by which term, they underſtand the Idolater,) 
was allured to Chriftiamty by Allegorical Explica- 
tions of the Prophets; to which kind of Reaſonin 
they were accuſtomed before their Converſion, whil 
they follow'd their own Superſtition, _ 
Whereas, on the contrary, it is certain, that no 


. Tdolaters upon Record, have been Converted by that 


ſort of Explication ; for the only Inſtances of Con- 
verted Idolaters we meet with, are the following; 


Ads 13-8. Sergius Paulus, the Jay ler of Philippi, and Dionyſus, 


& 16. 30. 
& 17. 34. 


and Damaris, with ſome others of Athens. Now 
the two firſt were Converted by Miracles; and 
the latter, by Believing, through a ſpecial Grace, 
that Chriſt was riſen from the Dead; therefore the 
Idolaters, whoſe Converſion is particularly mentioned 
in the Sacred Records, were not Converted to Jeſus, 
by Allegorical Explications of the Prophecies. 

At length thoſe Men, after having uſcd ſuch Ar- 
guments as have been now mentioned, to ſhew that 
no Promiſe of the Meſſias can be made out but by 
Allegory, proceed to aſſert, (if any Thing fix'd or 
certain can be drawn from what they ofter,) That 
in order to be a Chriſtian, a Man is to underſtand 
the Scriptures Allegorically, and to take them in 
that Senſe only; whereupon they ſum up their 
Notions of Chri/ttanity, and define the term Chri- 
ſtianity, by calling it, Myſtick Judaiſm ; and a 
Chriſtian, a Myſtick Jew : without apprehending, 
that theſe words My/{ick Fudaiſm, and Myſtick Few, 
are ſo far from bearing the Senſe which they give 
em, that they are almoſt as little to the Purpoſe, 
as any two words they could think of. 

A Jew 1s a Perſon living under the Rule or 
Law of Moſes ; to which if you add the word 
Myſtick, and take it in their own Senſe, it will 


ſignify 
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fignify a Few, who applies the Prophecies to Feſus -* 
Therefore, a Myftick Few is a Perſon obſerving the 
Law of Moſes, who applies the Prophecies to Fe- 
fus ; that is, a Myſtick Few, is a Idaifog Chri- 
ian, or one who thinks himſelf oblig'd to ob- 
ſerve the Rule of Moſes, as well as that of Chriſt ; 
or, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, who thought him- | 
ſelf not to be compleat in Chriſt. This, and this Colol. 2. 
alone, is the true Senſe of the word Few, with 
the Addition or Epithet of Myſtick ; and whatever | 
Epithet may be apply'd to the word Few, whe- 
ther My/iick, or any other, this may be always 
taken for granted, that the word * can ne- 
ver be underſtood to denote a Perſon who does 
not think himſelf bound to conform to the Law 
of Moſes; for the Obſervance of that Law is Eſ- 
ſential to the Idea of 14 and therefore a Man \ 
that obſerves it not, and judgeth himſelf not obli- 

ged to it, (which is the Caſe of a Chriſtian, ) can- 
not, without a Contradiction, be call'd a Jew. 

But theſe being their main Errours, viz. That 
Chriſt is not to be found in the Prophecies, ex- 
cept in Figure or Allegory; and that both Few | 
and Gentile were converted to CHriſtianity by Al- 
legorical Explications of the Prophecies ; and that 
Carnal or Senſual Men (as ſuch) are capable of 
being proper Interpreters of the Prophecies, and 
attaining to the full and perfe& Meaning of them, 
with Regard to the Divine Knowledge, which they 
convey to us concerning Chrift, in an equal De- 
gree, and with} equal Certainty and Authority, with 
the Divine Perſons, who were ſent into the World, 
with an expreſs Commiſſion, and the moſt aſto- 
niſhing and undeniable Credentials to explain thoſe 
Heavenly Oracles : Theſe, I ſay, being their Fun- 

damental 


(6) 
damental Erroùrs, 1 ſhall conſider them, with/their 
Attendants, in the Sequel of my Diſcourſe, aid 
prove them to be imprudent and groundleſs; and 
the Method 1 ſhall uſe in doing it, ſhall” be by 
reducing what I have to ſay thereupon, to the two 
following Propoſitions; and ſhewing, 


I. Firſt, That Men were not converted to Chriſti- 

anity, or brought to a full and compleat 
Knowledge of Chriſt, ev'n from the Prophecies 
themſelves alone; much leſs, by ſuch Alluſive 
Sayings, as thoſe Men call Allegory, and Pro- 
phecies Allegortz'd. 


Il. Secondly, That in order to our attaining a con- 
pleat Knowledge of Chriſt, from the Prophecies, 
we are to underſtand them, as interpreted by 
Holy Men, who gave evident Proofs, that in 
applying theſe Predi&1ons to Chriſt, they were 
guided by the ſame Spirit of God, which di- 
Gated or utter'd them. Jke 


[. Firſt, Men were not converted to Chriſtianity, 
or brought to a full and compleat Knowledge of 
Chriſt, ev'n from the Prophecies themſelves alone; 
much leſs, by ſuch 4lluftve Sayings, as thoſe Men call 
Allegory, and Prophecies Allegortz d. 


To prove this firſt Point, I ſhall obſerve, That 

Chriſt had been. foretold and deſcribed in the Pro- 
Phecies, under three Characters: He was repreſent- 

Iſa. 53. 3. ed as 4 Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief; 
PI. 89. 27. He was to be a Saviour or Deliverer of the People; 
Doe: 19. and He was likewiſe expected, as 4 Prophet. Now 
** from theſe Characters Men did not attain to a now 

; pleat 
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pleat Knowledge of Chriſt ; conſequently Men were 
not converted to Chrift, by the Prophectes alone. 

They did not attain to that Knowledge, from 
the Character, which repreſented him as 4 Man 
of Sorrows ;, becauſe it does not ſeem, that at the 
time of his Appearance, it was own'd, that this 
Character belong d to the Meſſias: and the Reaſon, 
that it was not acknowledged to relate to him, is 1 
accounted for in the following Manner. | 

At the Time our Saviour appear'd, the Phari- : 
ſaical Notion of a Temporal, Glorious, and Tri- 
umphant Deliverer, was deeply rooted in the Minds 
of the People ; their Underſtandings were dazl'd 
with the Proſpects of Victory and Triumph; they 

faſten'd their Attention ſolely on ſuch Objects: And 
tho' the Enchantment had begun its Operation 
long: before, yet it had never ſo powerful an Influ- 
ence upon them, as at this Period, when they 
knew that the Accompliſhment of the Promſe ap- 
proach'd, and when their Temporal Diſtreſſes en- 
gag d them beyond meaſure in the Expectation of 
a Temporal Deliverance. Wherefore they either 
altogether overlook d the Prophecies under preſent 
Conſideration, being ſo contrary to their Hopes 
and Defires 3 or rejected and ſuppreſs' d them, as un- 
grateful Predidtions, injurious to the Publick Welfare ; 
which, in Caſes of like nature, had been an ancient 
and not uncommon Practice among that People: of | 
which the two following Texts attord a remark- 1 
able Evidence: And the King of Iſrael ſaid to Je- 11198 C 
boſhaphat, There is yet one Man ( Micaiah the Son 6 
of Imlah) by whom we may enquire of the Lord; 
but 1 hate him, for he doth not propheſy good con- 
cerning me, but evil, The ſecond is taken out of 
the Predictions of Jeremy, where it is recorded, 


that 
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that the People  anſwer'd him in this manner 


Jer-44- 16. 45s for the Word, that thou haſt ſpoken to us in 


the Name of the Lord, we will not hearken unto 
thee. N 3 | 
Now, by reaſon of the ſame Diſpoſition of 
Mind, the Fews, cotemporary with our Saviour, 
were ſo far from coming at a compleat Know- 
ledge of Chrift, from his Character, as 4 ſuffering 
Meſſias 3 that ev'n after the Predictions, which denoted 
it, were explain'd, and appropriated by the Voice 
of Angels, the Preaching of Inſpired Perſons, and 
confirm'd by their Martyrdoms, and Miracles, they 


gave them no Attention, conſider'd in their true 
Application, 


Secondly, Men were not converted to Chriſtianity, 


or had no compleat Knowledge of Chriſt, from his 
Character, as a Saviour, or Deliverer of the People. 


It muſt be confeſs'd, that it ſeems ſolely owing 
to the Evil Diſpoſition of Men, that they did not 
make ſome near Approaches towards finding out the 
Meaning of thoſe Ierms, and attaining to the Know- 
ledge of the Nature and Prerogatives of their De- 
liverer; for it is clearly and ſolemnly expreſs d in 
Scripture, That the Kingdom, which that Deliverer, 
or King, was to eſtabliſh and govern, was to be 
Everlaſimg; and therefore, they might have ob- 
ſerv'd, that he was Characteriz d, with reſpe& to 
his Empire or Dominion, very differently from 
other Kings: And as this Difference imply'd a 
State of Eminence and Superiority above the Mo- 
narchs of the Earth, they might have from thence 
perceiv'd his peculiar and exalted Nature. 


I ſhall 
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I ſhall here mention ſome few of the Texts, 

that Characteriz'd this Kingdom in a different man- 

ner from other Kingdoms: — His Dominion is an Din. 15.4. 
Everlaſting Dominion, which ſhall not paſs away, 27. 
and his Kingdom that which ſhall not be deſtroyed 1, 

— it was never to be deſtroyed, — but to ſtand 

for Ever; — the Saints of the moſt High were to 
Take it, and to poſſeſs it for Ever, ev'n for Ever and 4 
Ever. — Now the words Everlaſting Dominion ; | 
a Kingdom that ſhall not paſs away, nor be deſtroyed ; 
that ſhall ſubſeſt for Ever, ev'n for Ever and Ever; 

bearing a Senſe, which is abſolutely incompatible 

with the Nature of any Temporal or Worldly 
Government whatſoever : And the Promiſes which 

are here made, being not to be underſtood of a 

Succeſſion of Temporal Princes; for the Temporal 


Glory of Judah, as well as of 9 was already 
done away : I ſay, conſidering the words whereby 


this Kingdom is deſcrib'd, and the Period of Time, 
when thoſe Prophecies were utter d, it muſt needs 
be underſtood, that the Dominion here ſpoken of, 
could not relate to the Temporal OEconomy of 
that People; and moreover, that it was not tem- 
porary, periſhable, or ſubje& to change, as Worldly 
Dominions are; and conſequently, that the Ruler 
or Governor of this Kingdom, could not be a Mortal 
or Temporal Prince. | 

But this People being intirely under the Byas of 
Carnal Pailivns, and obſerving, that thoſe, who were 
call'd Saviours, in Scripture, were underſtood to be 9d. 1 
Temporal Kings, or Leaders of Armies, were miſ- 2 Higgs, | 
led to take that Word in the ſame Senſe, with reſpe& 13. 5. | 
to Him that was to come; and to overlook or miſ- 
apply thoſe Texts which might have directed em 
to the true Meaning of it. To which Errour, it 

re C ſeems, 


610) 
ſeems, ſome other Alluſive Deſcriptions of the Meſias 
Numb. 27. contributed ; as, when he is ſaid to be a Star, or a 
fs 24, 3. Scefiter, or ſpoken of in Simlitude, as an Enlarger 
+ 54+ 3 . 
Ifa.2. 20. of their Borders, or an Enſign of the People; as, 
when he is ſhadow'd under the Stile of a Governour, 
Jerem, 30. and à Conqueror; and, tho' he was more worthy of 
2r. Honour than Moſes, was repreſented, in a Figure, 
oc. to be like unto Moſes, who had been a, Leader 
Deut. 18. of Armies, and. ſtil'd a King in Feſhurun. Now 
Del... ., the Jews, who took theſe Sayings Literally, did 
33.5. / 
not apply. them to the meek and lowly Jeſus; to 
a Perſon, who, when he was ask'd the Queſtion, 
whether the State was Tributary, or not, declin'd 
Mar. 22. to anſwer to it; and avoided to decide an Affair 
of private Right, declaring againſt any Pretence of 
Luke 12. his being a Judge or Divider; and was ſo far from 
14 enlarging the Jewiſh Dominions, that he himſelf 
Mat. 8. 20, had nor where 0 lay his Head. | 
Thoſe were the Reaſons, why the Fews did not 
attain the Knowledge of Chriſt, from theſe Pro- 
phecies. From which I ſhall obſerve, That it is ſo 
far from being true, that the Jews were induc'd by 
Allegory, to embrace the Chriſtian Religion; that 
It is owing to ſuch Figures of Speech, that their 
Hearts were alienated from it: For this People, 
carnally explaining the Prophecies of the Everlaſt- 
ing Kingdom of the Meſſias, as Metaphorical ; and 
the above-mentioned, which repreſent Him as a 
King, as Literal; inſtead of receiving, have. reje- 
ded Chriſtianity, thro' the Power of Alluſrve Ex- 
preſſions. Tho' now it be ſaid, by thoſe that 
eſpouſe their Cauſe, that it is Chriſtianity, and 
not the Expectation of the Jews, that is founded 
on Allegory. - 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Men were not converted to Chriſtianity, 
or did not attain to a compleat Knowledge of Chrift, 
from his Character, as a Prophet. 


It muſt, indeed, be acknowledg'd, that when the 
Jews ſaw his mighty Works, they ſaid, that @ Luke 7.16 
great Prophet was riſen amongſt them. But this 
favourable Opinion they entertain d of Him, and 
the Impreſſion made upon them, by the Miracles 
he wrought, were of no long Duration : For per- 
ceiving that he did not come among them as a 
King, attended with Splendour, Pomp, and Majeſty, Luke 17. 
as they expected the Meſſias would appear, they 
ſoon changed their Opinion, and recover'd from 
the Aſtoniſhment they were under, at the fight of 
his Miracles; their Surpriſe inſenſibly leffen'd, and 
and at length wWwore uſf, and that, to ſuch a degree, 
that inſtead of receiving him as the Meſſias, they Jolu 15. 
would not ſo much as acknowledge that He came ** 
from God. 

It is probable, that this Evil Diſpoſition of Mind 
was aim'd at by the three firſt Evangeliſts, when they 
ſpake of the Effects which our Saviour's Miracles 
produc'd in thoſe that beheld them; for they | 
choſe to expreſs thoſe Impreſſions, by ſaying only, at 5.42. 
that Men were aſtomſh'd ; or, that Men wonder'd 7. 35. 
greatly, or ſaid, We have ſeen ſtrange Things to Day; "*: 18- 


or they deſcribe them in Words of like Import, but Lake +2. 
without ſaying, that Men believed. 7. 16. 8. 


And this Obſervation is not weaken d, by what we s 43. 
find on the ſame Subject in St. John, who ſpeaking of 
our Saviour's Miracles, ray ſays, that at the John 2.11, 
fight of em, Men did believe; 3 
from the others, only with reſpect to the ſound of the 43. 12. 42. 
e © * word 


or dt. John differs 37 4. 
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word Believe, and not to the meaning of that Term. 
The Evangeliſt not implying, when he faith, that 
Men believ'd, that they were converted to Chriſti- 
anity, or attain'd a compleat Knowledge of Chrift, at 
the ſight of his Prophetical Works; but that they 
believ'd his Miſſion from God; which for the of 
part, was only a tranſient Acknowledgement of him ; 
for we find in the ſame Evangeliſt, that ev'n na- 
ny, who were called his Diſciples, notwithſtanding 
his mghty Works, were ſo far from being convert- 
ed to him, or compleatly knowing him, that they 


John 6. 66. Would not receive his Dottrines, when he ſpake 


to them, about eating his Fleſh, and drinking bis 
Blood, but went back, and walked no more with 
him: Tho' his Unction, (as well as his Miſſion, ) 
was plainly ſhewn by his Works in a ſufficient 
Degree; His Miracles being in themſelves, the jirſt 
Argument to prove him not only a Prophet, but 
Meſſias the Ning; according to the Order of Be- 
hef, which is clearly laid down by our Saviour him- 
ſelf; The Works (faith he,) that I do, bear Mit- 
neſs of me, that the Father hath ſent me, John 5. 36. 
and then it 1s ſubjoyn'd, ver. 39. Search the Scrip- 
tures, for in them ye think ye have Eternal Life, and 
they are they, that teſtify of me. He offers there- 
fore, two Reaſons for the Fews receiving him; but 
the firſt is drawn from his Works. 

I have faid above, that notwithſtanding Men 
acknowledged Jeſus to be a Prophet, when they 
ſaw his Works, they yet forſook and renounced 
him, when they conſider'd, that he did not ap- 
pear with the Majeſty, and Train of a King; I 
thall here add, that this fatal Errour of expecting 
the Meſſas, as a King, had ſuch an Influence ev'a 
on the Diſciples themſelves, that they would not 


believe 
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believe in Him, without making this Diſtinction, that, 
tho' he was not a King as yet, he might ſoon aſſume 
his Kingdom; reſolving their Doubts in general 
into this, that he whom they believ'd to have 
been ſent by God, could not have been ſent to John 9: 
deceive, Wherefore they did not queſtion, but that 33 3* 
he would ſoon verify their ExpeRation, by ſome 
remarkable Act of Royalty ; which Hopes were fo 
predominant in them, and fo abſolutely influenc'd 
and poſleſt their Minds, that when he told them ; 
expreſsly, he ſhould be condemned to Death, and 
delivered to the Gentiles, two of them, (James and 
John) in the very fame Inſtant, requeſted him, 
the one to ſit on his Right Hand, and the other on 
his Leſt in his Glory 1 ſay, in the very ſame In- 
ſtant, for ſo it appears to be, by the Order and 
Connexion, in which this Matter is related, by 
the two Poungoh/is who mcntion it, St. Matthew Mat. 20. 20. 
and St. Mark. Mar. 10.35. 
What I have hitherto offer'd, under my gene- 
ral Head, concerns the Few only, and ſhews, 
that he was not converted to Chri/ttanity, or did 
not attain to a compleat Knowledge of Chriſt, in 
the Prophecies alone. I ſhall now fay a Word or 
two, with Regard to the Heathen ; and ſhew, that 
they were in no Degree brought to the Profeſſion 
of Chriſt, by Citations out of the Old Teſtament, 
or by Prophecy Allegoriz'd, as has been of late main- 
tained with great Temerity. 
What miſ-led Men to this Aſſertion, was, it 
ſeems, their Identity ing the Senſe of different Words, 
or waking Terms to ſignify one and the ſame Idea, 
which really ſtand for two different Idea's ; for 
Inſtance they ſay, that St. Peter converted Corne- 
lius by Citations out of the Prophets; from * 
they 


( 14 ) 
they conclude, That ſince this Perſon was a Gentile, 
and thus converted, (as they ſay,) the Heathen 
or Idolater were gain'd over to Chriſt by the ſame 
Means, Here they ſubſtitute the Senſe of the 
words Heathen or Idolater, to the Meaning of the 
word Gentile, contrary to the Signitication of this 
Word, with reſpe& to the Perſon, to whom it 
is applied. For it is ſaid of Cornelius, that he 
Acts 10. 2· was 4 devout Man, and prayed to God continually ; 
which ſhews, that this Gentile was no Idolater, 
but a Fewiſb Projelyte, Wherefore they reaſon 
wrong, who conclude, that the Heathen or Ido- 
later were converted to CHriſtianity, by Arguments 
drawn from the Prophets, becaule Cornelius was 
brought over to it by ſuch Arguments; (ſup- 
poling it to be true, that he was ſo.) And in- 


deed, we do not find, that the Converſion of any 
Heathen was attempted in that manner, which 18 


a Matter, I have already ſpoken of in the begin- 
ing of my Diſcourſe ; wherein I have ſhewn, That 
among the Heathens, Sergius Paulus, the Jayler of 
Philippi, and Dionyſus and Damaris, with ſome o- 
| thers of Athens, are the only Examples, of whoſe 
| Converſion we have any particular Account; and 
it does not appear, that thoſe Perſons were nov d 
to belicve by the Citation of Prophecies. 
Nay, when we read ev'n of the Baptiſm of an 
Heathen, we do not find, that he was ſo much 
A&s16.39-a48 inform'd, that Chriſt had been foretold in the 
Prophets. The Perſon 1 mean, is the above-men- 
tioned Jayler of Philippi, the only Heathen, whoſe 
Baptiſm we have any Account of in the New Teſta- 
ment, This Heathen Convert obſerving a miracu- 
lous Earthquake, and other ſurpriſing Proofs of 
the Favour of God, to the two Apoſtles, he had 
— | in 
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in his Cuſtody, Pau! and Silas, ran to them trem- i | 
bling, and ask'd them, what he ſhould do to be ſaud ? | 
to which, he receiv'd this Anſwer only, Believe 
in the Lord Jeſus. Little more paſs d befo:e his 
Baptiſm. Something they faid to him, touching 
the Lord; but whatever they ſpake, the Inſtru- 
ction was ſhort ; for he, and all his, were in the 
lame Hour, and ſtraitway Baptized. 

Now, if we judge of what was ſaid to this Hea- 
then touching Feſus, by what we find offer'd to N 
another Heathen, upon the like Occaſion, in the | 
next Chapter, it will appear, that nothing was al- 
ledg'd out of the Prophets, to convert either the 
one or the other ; for we find in this Chapter, 
that Jeſus was preach'd to the Heathen, only as Ads 17.31. 
a Perſon, whom God had made Judge of the World ; | 


and the only Aſſurance there given them of his 
having receiv'd! that Power, is not taken from the 


Prophets, but from this, in that God had rais'd 
him from the Dead. 

Wherefore, I ſay, if we judge, as we ought in rea- 
ſon to do, of the Converſions that are not recorded, 
by thoſe that are, we muſt conclude, that the Apo- 
files us'd no Proofs drawn from the Old- Teſtament, 
for inducing the Heathen to believe; tho the con- 
trary be ſo ſurpriſingly affirm d. 

But tho' we ſhould' go beyond our Warrant, and 
fuppoſe, that the Apoſtles told this Man, before 
his Baptiſm, That Feſus had been revealed in the 
Prophets; and that they had open'd the other My- 
fteries of our Redemption to him, in this ſhort 1 
Time: Tis expreſsly contrary to the words of 
the Text, to ſay, that he was converted, only by 
being inſtructed in thoſe Prophecies or Myſteries ; 
ſince he ran to the Apoſtles, to ask them ay * 

ou 
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. % 


ſhould do to be ſav'd, before his receiving the 


Inſtruction, or being initiated into the Myſteries. 


II. 


x Cor; 2. 
10. 


It is therefore evident, that he believ'd upon the 
Ground of the Miracle, and not thro' the Influence 
of the Word, that was ſpoken to him, whatever 
was the Inſtruction conveyed by that Word. _ 
This is what I had to offer, under my, firſt 
general Head; wherein I have prov'd, againſt 
raſh and inconſiderate Men; Firſt, That the Jews 
were not converted to Chriſtianity, ev'n from the 
Prophecies alone; much leſs by Allegory or Prophe- 
cy, or Texts of Scripture, Allegoriz'd. And, Second- 
ly, That the Heathen, or Idolater were ſo far from 
being converted by the one or the other, that it 
does not appear, that in order to their Converſion, 
they were ſo much as inform'd, that Chriſt was at 
all foretold in the Prophets. I proceed now to my 
ſecond general Head, under which. I am to ſhow, 


Secondly, That to attain a compleat Knowledge 
of Chriſt, from the Prophecies, we are to under- 
ſtand them, as interpreted by Holy Men, who gave 
evident Proofs, that in applying theſe Prophecies 
to Chriſt, they were guided by the ſame Spirit of 
God, which dictated or utter'd them. Holy Mar- 
tyrs, who, in imparting the meaning of the Prophe- 
cies, do not conſider them ab/trafedly from their Ac- 
compliſhment, but as explain'd and fixt by the Event 
of Things; who have given Aſſurance, that the 
hidden Myſteries revealed to them, were as far be- 
yond the Limits of Human Knowledge, as the vi- 


ſible Works or Miracles wrought by them, exceeded 
the reach of Human Power, 


With- 
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Without ſuch divine Expoſitors, we had not at- 
tain'd 'a compleat Knowledge of Cori or of the 
e 


frue or full Meaning of ſeveral of the Prophecies, 
which relate to him, or the OEconomy of his Mi /- 
ion; many Truths, which are Articles of Faith, or 
the Riches of his Glory, had been hid from us. But 
this will appear from the following Texts. 

The firſt 1 ſhall mention, is that in Iſaiah 5 3. 7. 
He was led as a Lamb to the Slaughter, and as a 
Sheep before her Shearers is dumb, ſo he openeth not 
ins Mouth. Now this Prophecy directly related to 
our Saviour ; and yet the Ethiopian Funuch, men- 
tion'd in Acts 8. 27. could not underſtand it, tho 
he read the Scriptures, till Philip guided him, and 
reſcu'd the true Meaning of the Text, from the 
Gloſſes of the Cotemperary Jews. 


he ſecond Text I ſhall produce, 1s in Pſalm 69. 
25. Let his Habitation be Deſolate, and no Man 


dwell therein. This is a Text, the Prophetick Mean- 
ing of which was never underſtood, till Simon- 
Peter, by a particular Inſpiration of the Spirit, which 
we read of, Luke 24. 45. and which happen'd be- 
tween the Reſurrection, and the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, 
reveal'd, that it related to the Traitor Judas. And 
we further learn from the ſame Apoſtle, in the ſame 


Place, that David had propheſy'd of Judas, that he 


ſhould betray our Lord, in two other Pſalms; which pf 3 
Prophecies, notwithſtanding, were not underſtood, & 10g. 8. 


till they were then explain'd. 
Soon afterwards, the ſame Apoſtle, at the Feaſt of 


Pentecoſt, enter'd, as it were, into the Holy of Ho- 
lies, and ſhew'd how ſundry Prophets had afore- 
time ſpoken of the Miracle of that Day. He like- 


wiſe reveal'd, at the ſame time, that David 2 
| 1 Oxe- 


| 
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foretold the Reſurrefion, in theſe words of the 
16th Pſalm, ver. 10. Thou. wilt not leave ny Soul 
in Hell; neither wilt thou ſuffer thy Holy One to ſee 
Corruption; that is, that Chryſ# was to riſe from 
the Grave within the number of Hours, or before 
the Time that Bodies begin to Change. 

This Text plainly foretold our S2viour's Reſurre- 
ion; and yet was nat underſtood in that Senſe, 
"till the Apoſtle revealed its true Meaning. Beſides, 
it anſwers, along with other Texts, a frivolous Que- 
ſtion, that has been lately ſtarted, to the Prejudice 
of Religion, vis. In what Scripture is it foretold, 
that our Saviour was to riſe. from the Dead the 
third Day? ſince it is foretold in this Text. For 
if the Anointed of God was to be cut off, and 
yet not to ſee Corruption, then he muſt have ri- 
ſen from the Grave, as effectually he did, before 
the Contexture of his Body could have ſuffer'd 
that Alteration, $4 mo 

It is likewiſe, from the ſame Divine Source alone, 
that we learn the true Meaning of the Prophecy 
foretelling the miraculous Conception, viz. Behold, 
4 Virgin conceiving, and bringing forth a Son, and 
ſhall call his Name Emmanuel ;; for we might not 
have apply'd this Prophecy to Chriſt, if St. Matthew 
had not gone before us in it. 

But, as concerning this Prophecy, the deluded 
Unbelievers I have already mention d, give us here 
another Specimen of their Temerity: For imagin- 
ing that this Text is made a Foundation of the 
Chriſtian Religion, they joyn with the Fews, and 
imprudently aſſert, that it literally and originally 
meant the Son of the Prophet, mention'd in the 
beginning of the next Chapter, and was only, by 
Allegory, applied to our Saviour. 


This 
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This peel has been often confuted, and with 
ſo much the leſs Difficulty, as it ſeems, that the Child 
ſpoken of in the Text, could not be the Son of the 
Prophet; ſince that Child, mention'd in the Text, is 
called Emmanuel ; but in the next Chapter, Emmanuel 


is ſtil'd a Prince, in theſe Words, The ſtretching of the 1fa. 8. &. 


Wings of Aſſyria, ſball fill the Breadth of thy Land, O 
Emmanuel, Wherefore, the Child here ſpoken of, 
could. not be the Son of the Prophet; ſince the Son 
of the Prophet, was no Prince, or Sovereign, to whom 


the Land might be ſaid to belong. 55 


In the next place, it is probable, that the Son 


of the Prophet, could not be meant in this Text, be- 


cauſe he was call'd by a Name, which differs from be 
the word Emmanuel, both in Sound and Significa- /* 


tion: And yet, contrary to the Sound and Senſe 
of the Names, thoſe. Men affirm abſolutely, that En- 
manuel was a Son of the Prophet, without under- 
taking to ſolve this, or other Objections, attending 
their Aſſertion, by any Arguments; not ev'n by 
thoſe, which are commonly offer'd for that Purpoſe; 
or taking Notice, whilſt they appeal to the Jews, 
that two Parts in three of them are of a different 
Opinion; ſome of them maintaining, that the Son 
here mention'd, was Hezekiah the Son or Succeſfor 
of Ahaz, who, after the Death of Ahaz, was King 
of the Land. But this Opinion can no more be 
ſupported than the former; that Prince being at 
this time, Fifteen or Sixteen Years of Age, or at 
leaſt, of an Age, to diſcern Good from Evil. Others 
of them ſay, that it was an Infant Son of King 
Ahbaz ; but this Opinion, likewiſe, is as improbable 


as each of the other: For, /, it is not mention d 
in Scripture, that the King had any ſuch Son. But 


2dly, If he had, it does not appear, that he ever was 
| D 2 King 
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King of the Country; conſequently, it eannot be 
ſaid of him, that the ftretehing of the Wings of Aſſy- 
Tia, ſhould fill the breadth of his Land. 

But tho' thoſe Men differ in Opinion from the 
oreateſt part of the Jews, touching the Child men- 
tion'd in the Text before us; yet they affirm, with 
the Jews in general, That twere abſurd to apply 
this Prophecy to the Meſias, who was not to be 
born, *till Seven Hundred Years aſter z ſince the 
Child therein mention'd, was a Sign given to the 
King, of a Deliverance at Hand. 

o which I anſwer, Fir/f, That Learned Men have 
aſſerted, that the Child here mention'd, was not gi- 
ven as a Sign to the King, but to the Houſe of 
David, to whom ſolely, the Prophet ſeems to ad- 
dreſs himſelf; Hear ye now, ye Houſe of David, is 
it a ſmall Thing for you to weary Men, but will ye 
weary my God alſo? Therefore the Lord himſelf ſball 


groe you a Sign, Behold, a Virgin ſhall conceive, and 


ear a Son, and ſhall call his Name Emmanuel : And 
their Opinion appears to be well ſupported by the 
Context, as well as the Text. 

But, Secondly, Suppoſing the Promiſe to have been 
made to the King, yet ſtill theſe poſitive Men, will 
never be able to prove, that by the word Sign, in 
this Place, is underſtood the previous Mark of an 
Event afterwards to enſue. For the word Sign is 
found in Scripture, contrary to this ordinary Uſe 
of the term, to ſtand for ſome Tranſaction differ- 


ing from, and conſequent upon the main Event, 


directly expreſs'd in the Promiſe or Prophecy. As 


for Example, when God gave Moſes his Meſſage 
to Pharaoh, he told him, this ſhall be a Token to 


thee, that I have ſent thee : When thou haſt brougho 


Fl orth my P eople out of Egypt, ye ſhall ſerve God up- 
N on 
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on this Mountain. Where, it is plain, that the, Um. 
ept. Alex. 


word Token or Sign, (which in the Original, is 


expreſs d by one and the ſame Term) ſtands for & Rom. 
a Matter of Fact, which really happen'd after the Zaum. 


Accompliſhment of the main Event, and not for 
any Prognoftick of it. 

And ſince it apparently does ſo, I take it as a 
Precedent for me to follow; and therefore ſay, 
that as the Worſhip, which the Children of Iſrael 
were to pay to God on the Mountain of Horeb, 
after their Deliverance, was to be a Sign of that 
very Deliverance to Moſes; ſo the word Sign 
in the Text under Conſideration, does likewiſe 
ſtand for a Matter of Fact, not previous, but 
ſubſequent to the promiſed Event or Deliverance. 
Thoſe therefore, who aſſert, with the Jews, That 
it is abſurd to ſay, that a Child to be born, 
which was to happen 700 Years after, ſhould be 
the Sign of an Event, which was to happen within 
the Space of Two or Three Years, would do well 
to conſider, (ſince they acknowledge the Prophet 


to have been * divinely inſpir'd ; and conſequently, * Grown, 
the Scriptures to be the Word of God,) that God &c. P. 43- 


has himſelf expreſsly tranſpoſed the Sign, and made 
it follow the Event, whereof it was a Sign, in 
ſpeaking of the Deliverance out of Egypt. And 
therefore, it may not be abſurd, that the word Sign, 
in the Caſe before us, be alſo underſtood, as ſubſe- 
quent to the preſent Deliverance. 

But te paſs by thoſs vain Attempts which have 
been made, to prove, That this Text was not intend- 
ed, /ingly and ſolely, to foretel the Incarnation ; 

1 ſhall here obſerve to you, That my chief De- 
ſign, in taking Notice of this Text, relating to the 
Conception, 1s to ſhew theſe two Things, in 7 

- poſi- 
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ition to the Gloſſes of Carnal Men. Firſt; That 
Ker have not prov'd, That the Child here ſpoken 
of, who was to be conceiv'd of a Virgin, was a 
Son of the Prophet. Secondly, That it is not ab- 


ſurd, (in the Caſe of a divine Promiſe) that the 


Sign of a future Event, ſnould be ſaid to be ſub- 
ſequent to the Event itſelf: It ſeeming to be a 
manner of Speech peculiar to God, on whom all 
Events depend; implying, that when it pleaſeth 
Him to promiſe, and yet he does not give the 
Aſſurance of a previous Pledge or Sign to confirm 
it, the Execution of the Promiſe is equally certain, 
without the previous Sign or Pledge. 

This only was my Intention, without meaning to 
determine whether the Prophecy before us, be Literal 
or Typical; whether it was ſingly intended, as a 
Prediction of the Meffas, or whether it might not 
intermediately relate to another Event. 

And if what I have ſaid may ſeem to denote, 
that my Intention was to prove the former, I 
diſown my having any ſuch meaning: I ſhall ne- 
ver at leaſt, undertake to decide abſolutely upon 
ſuch Queſtions. This Liberty I leave to Carnal 
Men; the Priviledge of ſeeming to know what 
has not been yet reveal'd, and is on all fides 
enclos'd in Darkneſs. Oh! Why do People thus 
imagine 4 vain thing againſt the Lord, and againſt 
his Anointed £2 | | 

I ſhall likewiſe here obſerve, with regard to its 
being uncertain, whether this Prophecy be Typical; 
or Expreſs and Literal : That fince, the Evan- 
geliſt St. Matthew has left this Queſtion unde- 
cided, and yet quoted this Prophecy, as pointing 
out our Saviour; it may be inferred, that it is 
not necellary. for Men to know, under which 1 

| this 
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this Prophecy is to be ranged; and that we are 
left at Liberty to maintain, that it is either B- 
pical, or Literal, according as the one, or the o- 

ther Opinion appears to us, the moſt probable. 
Agreeably hereunto, ſome Divines, treating of it, 
have offer d Arguments to prove it to be Typical, 
and others Literal, according to the differing Opi- 
nions of Men: And a pious and learned Prelate 
has lately ſaid, in favour of the latter, that the 
Prophet ſpake in this Prophecy of two different 
Perſons, tho? there be no apparent Tranſition from 
one to the other, in Words. That the Part of 
the Prophecy quoted by St. Matthew, Behold, a Vir- 
gin ſhall conceive and bring 1851 a Son, and his 
Name ſhall be called Emmanuel, is capable of being 
interpreted ſolely of the Meſſias : And the other 
Part, * not mentioned by St. Matthew, of a Child 
of the Prophet then preſent, who had not yet at- 
tain'd the Age of refuſing the Evil, and chuling 
the Good; accommodating the Age of this Child 
to this latter part of the Prophecy, with great 

Chronological Accuracy. 
Whether this Opinion may not deſerve a greater 
Streſs, than this eminent Author lays upon it, I 
| ſhall not undertake to decide: But I ſhall here 
obſerve, in Confirmation of it, that the Method of 
denoting different Things or Perſons in the ſame 
Place, without ſpecifying the Tranſition in Words, 
is exemplifyd in a Paſſage of Nahum, chap. 1. 
ver. 13, 14, 15. where the Prophet ſpeaks to two 


— * —— — 
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* Butter and Honey ſhall he eat, that he may know to refuſe the 
Evil, and chufe the Good; for before the Child ſhall know to refuſe 


the Evil, and chuſe the Good, the Land that thou abhorreſt ſhall be 
forſaken of both ber Kings, © 


differ- 
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different Perſons, whilſt he ſeems to direct his Diſ- 
courſe to one only: For now ſaith the Lord, in his 
Mercy to his People, I will break his Yoke from off 
thee, and will burſt thy Bonds in ſunder. 

Theſe Words the Lord ſpake to Judah; but the 
Words immediately following, relate to the Nine- 
vites ; yet ſtill ſeeming to be a continu d Diſcourſe 
to Judah: The Lord hath given a Commandment con- 
cerning thee, that no more of thy Name be ſown : And in 
the next Verſe, the Prophet applies himſelf again to 
Judah; Oh, Judah, 7 thy ſolemn Feaſts, perform 
thy Vows, for the Wicked ſball no more paſs thro' thee , 
he 1s utterly cut off. 

Somewhat like this, is the manner of the Prophets, 
when they unexpectedly interrupt the thread of 
their Diſcourſe, and again as ſuddenly reaſſume it, 


without regarding the intermediate Subject. This 
is obſervable in Iſaiah, when in the th Chapter, 


there is a ſudden Addreſs to Emmanuel, who had 
not been mentioned, from the 14th Verſe of the 
preceding Chapter, to this Place; and when again, 
in the gth Chapter, Verſe 6. the Prophet is under- 
ſtood to ſpeak of the ſame Perſon, not only as a 
Prodigy, or incarnate of a Virgin, but as Superiour 


to Angels, The Almighty God, the Everlaſting Fa- 
ther, the Prince of Peace. 


It now appears from the Whole, 1/7. That du- 
ring Chriſt's Miniſtry, Men became his Followers 
or Diſciples, becauſe they ſaw his Miracles, and be- 
cauſe of a general Knowledge and Expectat ion, that 
the fulneſs of Time was come, derived from the 
Prophecies. 

240, That after his Reſurrefion, he was com- 
Pleatiy known or reveal d. 
3dly, That 
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3dly, That this compleat Knowledge of Him, was 
not owing to the Prophecies alone. 

4thly, That the Prophecies concerning Him, with 
the Atteſtation and —_ of his Miracles, and Reſur- 
rect ion, did convince Men (as many as were diſpos'd 
to be ſav'd,) that he was the Meſs, and fully diſ- 
cloſe Him; when theſe Oracles were interpreted by 
Holy Perſons, who prov'd their being authoris'd to 
explain them, by mighty Signs, and Wonders, and 
Miracles wrought by them. 

$5thly, That no Man can prove, that the Prophecy 
of the Conception is apply'd to Chrift, as a Typical, 
and not a Literal Prediction; and conſequently, that 
the forming a main Deſign on the Suppoſition, that it 
is apply'd to Chriſt, as a _— Prediction, is remark- 
ably imprudent and abſurd. 


I ſhalb here cloſe my Diſcourſe, with obſerving, on 
my Subject in general, That the Deſign of it ſeems 
agreeable to the two-fold Solemmity of this Day, on 
which an Army of Martyrs dy'd for the Faith; And 
an Illuſtrious Princeſs was born, whom Heaven de- 
ſign'd to Cheriſh and Support it. In the one, we 
behold the Seed of the Faith ſown in the Blood of 
it's Martyrs: In the other, we celebrate a Period of 


Time, when, ſuitably to the Prediction of [ſatah, theta. 44. 23; 


Faith was to become the Care and Concern of great 
Princes z the very ſame primitive Faith, for which 
thoſe Martyrs ſacrific d their Lives, and of which the 
Prophet ſpake in the Spirit. The Intereſt of which, 
that Royal Princeſs, whoſe Birth is the Subject of the 
preſent Feſtivity, made her early and chiefeſt Study 3 
ſhewing, that it was nouriſb'd in her Heart by the 
Spirit of God: That it was not the Product of Pre- 


judice or Education That ſhe underſtood and knew 
E how 


( 26) 
how to defend it, and to prefer it in its primi- 
tive Simplicity and Truth, (as once it was delivered 
to the Saints,) to the Kingdoms of the World, and 
the Glory of them. 

This Triumph gave juſt Grounds for preſaging, 
that ſo early a Defender of the Faith, was deſign'd 
by Providence, for an Heir of the Crown, to which 
that gloricus Title is annex'd; for that Prince 
who was already Fam'd for his Probity and Juſtice, 
and had given Diſtinguiſhing Marks of his great Cou- 
rage, and ſeen the Effects of it, at the Head of a Vi- 
Foricus Army; and thus, as well by Moral, as Mili- 
tary Vertues, added Luſtre to His High Hirth. 
| The fortunate Omen was verify'd in a ſhort Space 
of Time, and its Completion diſtinguiſh'd by the great- 
elt Bleſſings : For as Providence defign'd this 1!!uſtrious 
Pair for each other, ſo they became the nobleſt Exam- 
ples of Conjugal Affection: As God intended them as 
Parents of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, ſo he has enrich'd 
them with a numerous Iſſue to ſupport it: The Pledges 
of our future Security ; the Reſources of a Family, 
whoſe Sovereignty 1s more Ancient than Records. 

Under the deepeſt Senſe of ſuch divine Favours, 
the Solemnity of this Day is introducd with Pray- 
ers and Alms- giving (by the Direction of ſeveral No- 
ble and Emiment Perſons : ) Same, we offer in 
particular, for the Preſervation of the KING: Obla- 
tions, in Gratitude due, for the manifold Bleſſings 
we enjoy, under His MAJEsTyY's moſt Auſpict- 
ous Government, and the Adniniſtration of Thoſe, 
that are put in Authority under him z Whom our 
Wiſe and Gracious Sovereign, entruſted with the Inte- 
reſt of the Crown, becauſe they were known to be 
Zealous Aſſertors of the Legal Privileges of the Peo- 
ple; a Conſidence, which betokens a nm 

| | | an 
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and Magnanimous Prince, and prov'd ſucceſsful and 
happy in the Event. How worthy they were of his 
Royal Choice, the baneful Projects of others have te- 
ſtify'd, which had well nigh brought us to utter 
Ruin: And yet the fatal Diſorders of theſe enſna- 
ring Schemes were ſo ſoon reQify'd by the skilful 
Hands, that undertook the Cure, that the Progreſs of 
the Evil was not ſwifter than the Influence of the Re- 
medy : Our Heavineſs endur'd for a Night, but Joy came 
in the Morning; which dawn'd with a Prognoſtick, of 
farther Advantages, and ſurpriſingly promis'd, that 
this would be a Criſis, for Dimimſbing the National 
Debts, for Eaſing us of theſe burthenſome Incumbran- 
ces ; the Ungrateful Symbols of War, ev'n of the moſt 
fortunate. 

After ſuch Affection ſhewn us by our Gracious 
King, and the many Succeſles of his Reign; May 
we offer the moſt ardent Vows for His Sacred Per- 
ſon; the Foy of our Glory; the Deſire of our Eyes - 
May we ask of God to prolong his precious Lite, and 
to bleſs him with Health : May we pray, that he 
may Rule over us, and continue to Adorn the Crown 
with equal Indulgence to his People, equal Renown, and 


Proſperity, for many and many Lears. Amen. 
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